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The Enemy of the Good 

òThe perfect is the enemy of the good.ó  I heard this phrase used by a politician.                 
Apparently, it is a relatively common expression but I donôt remember hearing it before 
last week. When I heard it, I thought ñhuh, it sounds right.ò Like many expressions and 
clichés, it is probably a statement that oversimplifies the truth. Nevertheless, it rings 
true. The statement is a quote from Voltaire, an 18th century French philosopher and 
writer. Voltaire was an outspoken believer in freedom of religion, freedom of speech, 
and the separation of church and state. He was also a sharp critic of Christianity, espe-
cially the Roman Catholic Church. He was known for his wit and is often quoted by 
revolutionaries. 
I think I like the expression. It certainly resonates with the way I feel about the last Spe-
cial Session of General Conference of the United Methodist Church. The special ses-
sion was supposed to consider the proposals of a ñCommission on A Way Forwardò for 
our denomination that has been divided over LGBT issues within our church. In my 
opinion, it turned out to be a colossal waste of time and money. When the Conference 
ended, we changed nothing except strengthen the resolve of those of us who believe 
our present statements about human sexuality is wrong. I do not want to belong to a 
church that excludes people because of who they love. Yet, I am not ready to leave the 
United Methodist Church  because of the decision made in St. Louis last month. 

If youôre not up to speed, let me give you a quick explanation. The Special Session was 
called in 2016 with the hope that we could move beyond the continuing arguments over 
sexual orientation. There were three plans; The Traditional, The One Church, and The 
Connection of Conference. The Connectional Conference plan was to remove all lan-
guage from our Discipline that excludes LGBT from ordination or celebrating same-sex 
weddings. The One Church Plan was designed to allow local churches, pastors, and 
conferences to act according to their conscience and their theological understanding of 



these issues.     The Traditional Plan, which was the only plan for which 
there was a general vote, would leave things the same. The Traditional Plan 
won by 54 votes out of 822 people voting. 

I am disappointed and angry. I know not everyone in our denomination 
agrees on everything. I recently heard it said, ñIf you put two Methodists 
together, you get three opinions and a potluck dinner.ò That sounds about 
right. I know that there are likely people in our own faith community that 
disagree over human sexuality. Iôm sure there are some who are simply 
uncertain. So be it. I want to be pastor of everyone. 

People are not perfect. Churches are not perfect. The reason churches are 
not perfect is because itôs filled with people. Our lack of perfection should 
not keep us from doing ñthe good.ò Far too often, people are judged be-
cause they are not perfect. According to Jesus, no one is good, except God 
because all goodness is a gift from God. (Mark 10:18). In other words, 
whatever goodness you and I may have is a gift from God and not of our 
own doing. Those of us who have given our lives over to Christ seek to be 
good the way Jesus is good. As Christians, we are people of the, ñGood 
News,ò Gospel! What is the good news? God loves us. God wants to trans-
form us into the wonderful people God created us to be. 

God does not love us because we are perfect! God loves us despite our 
flaws. It is how we are to love one another. During the season of Lent we 
explore our flaws and seek healing and forgiveness. We also hope that we 
can be more like Jesus. When we consider the last couple of days of Jesusô 
life, we see betrayal, denial, injustice, pain, sorrow, mob rule, cruelty, dis-
honesty, torture, and death. 

Jesus is both the perfect and good Son of God. He died because of imper-
fect people. Thank God! The story does not end there! There is resurrec-
tion! We are Easter people. We remain flawed but because of the grace of 
God, we have been given new life. We are to be changed by the presence 
of the Holy Spirit as we live as disciples of Jesus Christ. Let us strive for the 
goodness that is found in the resurrection of Jesus. Let us also strive to see 
one another the way God does. God, who is perfect, is certainly not the 
enemy of good. We do not need to be perfect to seek the good.  

I wish you a happy Easter! 

 

          Blessings, 

Pastor Tim 

é CrossTalk continued Reminder: 

Easter Lilies and Hyacinth plants are 
available for purchase and dedication 
to beautify our Sanctuary for Easter as 
we celebrate the resurrection of our 

RISEN KING! 
 

Look for order forms in your Sunday 
Bulletin or in the Narthex on the 

Information table! 

Deadline to order is April 7
th
  

Matthew 28:5 

But the angel answered and  
said to the women,  

ñDo not be afraid, for I  
know that you seek Jesus  
who was crucified. 

 

New Church Sign Campaign  
Trustees are looking into a new  

FRONT YARD CHURCH SIGN                               

and have started a FUNDS collection.   

If you would like to help with this campaign ð 

Please use the Donation Lock box on the wall              

outside the church office or in the offering plate                

indicating to be designated to ôNew Church Signõ ! 
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CUMC likes to recognize those who have 

worked hard and will be achieving a diploma 

or a degree from 8th grade, High School,    

College, Trade School or Military.  

Please fill out a form  

(available in the Narthex)  

and turn it in by April 28th. 
Graduate Recognition Sunday date still TBD! 



Church News & Events 

 
Palm Sunday -  April 14  

     Children are invited to participate in the Procession of the Palms      
                      (Please arrive 15 minutes early for instructions) 

Lenten Study Through Holy Week 

      Tuesday mornings at 9:30am  &   Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm  

Maundy/Holy Thursday ð April 18  

          Round Table Holy Communion with family and friends                                         

    (8 guests every ½ hour) 5p -7p  - Family sign up is in the Narthex! 

Good Friday ð April 19 
 10am -  Cross Walk  at  Lionôs Park 

  7pm    -  CUMCôs Good Friday Worship Service (Childcare provided) 

Easter Sunday ð April 21 
 7:00am    ï Sunrise Service - outdoors at the Cross 
 7:30am    ï Easter Breakfast 
    9:00am  ï Easter Worship Service 
 10:15am  - Childrenôs Sunday School  &  Egg Hunt                                              
            Please bring a fresh flower for the Living Cross   

Easter Postcards are available in the Narthex to in-

vite family and friends for our Holy Week & Easter 

events and services! 

Holy Thursday ROUND TABLE COMMUNION 
 

5p-7p on the 1/2 hr marks  - your family can come together for 
Holy Communion  in the Sanctuary.  Sign up is in the narthex! 
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