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Dear Friends, 

Most of us have family traditions. A few years ago, I began a personal tradi-
tion similar to what the article below describes. I do it because I’m grateful for 
the wonderful people who do so much for me. Sometimes those people don’t 
even realize what an impact they’ve made on me. I am also grateful to God 
for the wonderful people God has put into my life. I am so blessed that it 
would be impossible to list all the names of the people for whom I am                  
thankful. 

I admit that this is not a family tradition. This is simply my tradition.                         
Nevertheless, it could easily expand beyond just me. With a little creativity, 
you and your family could make for yourself a new tradition that expresses 
gratitude to others. My only advice is that whatever you do, do it to the glory 
of God! 

I want you to know that I am thankful for you. God has blessed me with a 
wonderful wife and three terrific kids. God has also blessed me with a                  
wonderful and loving congregation. I hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing! God bless you. 

Pastor Tim 

A New Thanksgiving Tradition -  by David Staal (from MinistryMatters.com) 

Several years ago, our family tried something new for Thanksgiving 
that has evolved into an authentic tradition. As November rolled 
around each year, we constantly heard the importance of developing 
a spirit of gratitude and  wanted that to be true for us. Yet, there was 
a definite disconnect between our good intentions and our implemen-



tation. 

Said another way: we didn’t do anything. The result was an un-
settled feeling, so the four of us decided to take action in order to 
truly live out our thankful spirits. To walk the walk. Practice what 
we preach. 

Said another way: to finally do something. 

If you remember the old T-Mobile slogan from a decade ago, 
then the phrase "Who's in your 5?" may sound familiar. The cell 
phone company encouraged its customers to select five personal 
contacts to call for free. Our family creatively enhanced the con-
cept. 

It's simple; each November, each of us looks back over the past 
year and chooses five people who made a positive difference in 
his or her life. After developing our personal lists (the only rule: 
the five people must be non-relatives), each of us specifically 
expresses thanks to each of the five via note, text, email, or call. 
It's nothing elaborate, nothing over-the-top. Just a quick descrip-
tion of the “Who’s in your 5?” tradition, followed by a couple sen-
tences of gratitude for the impact that person made in our lives 
that year. 

On Thanksgiving, we share with one another “Who’s in my five” 
and why. The new result: our family celebrates twenty individuals 
(25 this year, now that I’m married) and a spirit of gratitude fills 
our hearts and highlights the holiday. We look forward to this 
tradition more than anything else.   

Who can you personally thank this holiday season? Whether you 
do it at Thanksgiving or Christmas matters little. It’s a tradition 
any family can adopt. Now it’s your turn: Who's in your 5?  

         I thank my God every time I remember you. (Philippians 1:3) 

  
 

… CrossTalk continued 

Channahon United Methodist Preschool  
Is doing well and enjoying their new location. 

Classes are in  session Monday-Friday 
9a - 3p (2 sessions a day)                                                           

3yr - Tue/Thur     4yr - Mon/Wed/Fri 

If anyone needs more information about the                      
preschool, please contact the school directly at                            

815- 467-4708 or email  
ChannahonUMpreschool@gmail.com 

 

PRESCHOOL BUDDIES 
The teachers are looking for anyone who is interested in 

working with the kids  in the classroom a few hours a 
month. There is a sign up in the Narthex for anyone who 
is interested.  For more information contact Karen Urban 

at the number/email above. 

2 

Church & Community News & Events 

A new texting communication system  
called “REMIND”  for alerts, church information and       
special  announcements is now available for sign up. 
This will allow us to send out a group text with short,                       
immediate information about needs in our church,                    

reminders of upcoming events and emergency                   
notifications and just all around -  stay better connected.   

Follow these simple instructions: 

On this day, we will remember those we love and miss 
who have passed away this year (2018-2019) .  Please let 
the church  office know before October 30th , if you have 
someone you wish to have mentioned in our service and 
listed in the bulletin insert. 

We will have Memory Table in the Narthex, so bring a 
picture of your loved ones, to share. 

Please join us outdoors following our worship this day as 
we hold a Ceremonial Prayer Burning, burning and                          
offering all of the prayers from our ‘Prayer Box’.  

NOVEMBER 3, 2019 



3 

2 Corinthians 4:15 

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more 
and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the 

glory of God. 

More Church & Community News & Events 

Change your clocks 
back 1 hour on   
Saturday Night    
November 2nd  

In observance of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday,                  

the church office will be 
closed Thursday & Friday 

November 28 & 29. 

Dine-In Reservations 7pm & 7:30pm are available 

: Now 3pm - 5p 

Station Sign up is on Sunday morning in Fellowship Hall or 
call the church office.  



November Birthdays 

11/5 Ray Breen 

 Wendy McSteen 

11/6 Kylie Blazekovich 

 Sandy Fodero 

11/7 Don Meyer 

11/8 Carol Holt 

11/12 Tedd McCauley 

11/13 Camden Elmore 

11/18 Erin Sweet 

 

 
November 

Anniversaries 

            Our Deepest Sympathy 
 

Lamentations 3:21-23                                                         
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:                  

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not                   
consumed.  For his compassions never fail. 

____________________________________ 
 

Prayers for Keith Clower, his family and the family of Vearl 
Keeton, on the recent passing  of  our friend and CUMC                  
member , Vearl.     
 

Prayers for Frieda Manion on the recent passing of her 
sister Marjorie.             
 

Thank You…. 

Thank you Sonny & Sharon Hedgren for the many years of love , 
friendship and service to Channahon UMC and our church family 
and community. We pray God’s protection and guidance over you 
as you relocate to TN in this next journey of of life.  Blessings in all 
you do as you continue to serve Him.  We will miss you!  
 

Thank you for all of your cards and prayers that I received when 
my sister Marjorie passed away.                              Frieda Manion 
 

Thank you all for the prayer blanket.  Not only is it beautiful and 
warm, but willed with prayers and love.  I can feel it.  Thank you  
so much.                                 Kathy Gregory 
 

Thank you all so much for the cards with love and prayers. We 
miss all of you so much already. The folks here are nice and 
friendly but we miss our church family.  (Please see the full note 
hanging on the NURTURING Bulletin Board in the Narthex)     David & 
Janet Chapman 
 

Thank you so much for all of your work and generosity of the food 
drive collection you did for our community in September. Your               
continued efforts are greatly appreciated.      Living Mana Pantry 

                                                                    

Thank you to CUMC for such a beautiful outreach 0during Nicole’s  
courageous battle, sending a prayer blanket full of love and pray-
ers.  (see Nurturing Buleltin Baord for full letter)                              
Nicole Holm & family 
 

Thank you everyone for a such a beautiful service and luncheon 
for Vearl,  and many many prayers of comfort and compassion for 
me and our family.                             Keith Clower 
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More Church & Community News 

   11/16   Curtis & Kristen Brown 

If we have missed your  birth-
day or anniversary and you 
would like it to be added to 

the weekly bulletin announce-
ment and monthly Circuit 

Rider calendar, please con-
tact the church office   @   
815-467-5275   or  email:                                     

Office@channahonumc.org  
 

                 
 

 

 

 

Chair Yoga with Dottie is offered the 

 2nd & 4th   Wednesdays at 10am in the                                   
CUMC  Education Wing 

Check our website calendar                                                       
for any changes or updates. 

All are welcome. Please bring a matt.  

New Church Sign  Campaign 

Thank you to everyone who has been contributing  to the 

NEW Church Sign Campaign Fund.  We are getting closer 

to having a NEW sign out front!   If you would like to help 

with this campaign: 

– Please use the Donation Lock box on the wall outside the 

church office or in the offering plate indicating to be                           

designated to ‘New Church Sign’ ! 

Or place in Sunday offering plate…  Memo: Outdoor Sign 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Collection of Church Keys –   If you have 

church keys in your possession and are no longer               
required to need them, Please drop them in the lock 

box outside of the Office Copy Room or see                    
Ray Brick for more info.   Thank you ! 

11/20 Samantha Elmore 

 Josh Manion 

11/21 Allison Heidel-Kezerle 

11/24 Rick Lyman 

 Joni White 

11/25 Lowell Rainwater 

11/28 Anita Young 

11/30 Everett Holt 

 



 

Matthew 28:18-19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

                 

 
 

 10:15a – 11:00am  
Pre-School to 5

th
 Grade 

Preschool thru K meet in room 136 

1st thru 5th meet in room 145 
 

Youth 6th – 12th grade are invited  to come work with                                
the younger kids in their classrooms! 
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John 7:38 
 “ He who believes in Me, as 
the Scripture said, 'From his 

innermost being will flow 
rivers of living water.” 

Sunday, November 24 at 7pm  

Plattville Lutheran Church 
 5475 Bell Rd, Minooka, IL 60447 

Please join us as we worship and give thanks 
together as a community. 

Sunday, December 9, 2019 



Colossians 3;16 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

Saturday, November 9  
The Men of the church meet the 2nd Saturday  

of each month at 7:45am  at Grandma’s Pancake House                                   
669 Minooka Rd. - Minooka  

Men Sr. High School and older are invited!   

Ladies 
Aid  Nov. 8 

9am- FH 

 Circle of  Hope 

 Nov. 5  - 1pm  

      @ church 

Hannah Jessup 
Circle  

Nov. 12  -6:30pm 
      @ Anita Y.  

Rachel                    
Circle                

Nov. 12 - 10am         
@ Rose A.   

Ruth Circle 

Nov. 11 - 10a 

@ Church (FH) 

 

UMW NEWS & EVENTS 

Upcoming Conference & District UMW Events Calendar 

October 
          

   26,       NIC UMW Annual Celebration                                       
                        Olympia Fields UMC , 20301 Western Ave 

                           Olympia Fields, IL 60461 

                Guest Speaker - Catherine Inserra, Deaconess 

November 
          

   2 & 9,   Chicago Northwestern District Fall Lay Academy 
                     Trinity UMC: 1024 Lake Avenue, Wilmette, IL          
   16,        Ester Circle - Family Karioke Night (Details TBA) 

   17,        Channahon UMC Thank Offering & Recognition  
                         During our 9am worship service. 

  December 
          

     7,       Channahon UMW Cookie Walk 

 

YOU’RE INVITED 

The invitation is always open… 

TO JOIN A CUMW CIRCLE… 
 

Perhaps you are ready to get connected and get involved and 
join a UMW circle. 

If you have any questions, please contact one of the                       
following UMW members: 

Dottie Priddy,  Lana Stafford,  Anita Young                         
or call the church office. 

Friends of Ester 

Nov. 6 - 7:45pm 

@ Church  

UMW 
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BOOK  REVIEW! 
 

Hearts of Fire : Eight Women in 
the Underground Church and Their 

Stories of Costly Faith                                                 
by The Voice of the Martyrs.  

 

How strong is your faith and how far 
would you go to spread the word?  This 
book is about 8 women in different 
countries who have such a strong faith 

they have endeared physical and verbal abuse, being 
imprisoned and have been taken away from their fami-
lies.  They want to spread the word of Jesus Christ and 
will go to great lengths to inspire others.  This book is 
available in the library.           Submitted by Donna Szoke 

 

Have you read a good book lately that has left a lasting     
impact on your life, your thoughts?  Share it with us! 



MORE… Growing Faith 
 

                     

Join us 6p - 8p                                                   
November 15  

For our monthly MOVIE NIGHT 

With tons of fun: 

Craft, Game, Movie, Popcorn & Refreshments! 
                   

                      Kids PreK – 5th are welcome! 

Sign up will be in the Narthex or Call the office. 
Sign up is important so we can have enough supplies and if there 

are any allergies we need to know about. 

Double the Fun & Bring someone! 

                                                          
GET PLUGGED IN… 

with our Youth Group Ministry                         
and our Leaders, 

 Craig & Bridget Stephenson  
 

Youth - 5th – 12th grade are invited to come                   
Wednesday nights 6:30p – 7:30p 

for fellowship and discussions. 

Youth Bible Study is offered 6p - 6:30pm 
FRIENDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!! 

 
NO YOUTH GROUP OR BIBLE DISCUSSION 

on Wednesday, November 27th. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 

                  

 

Light snack  
will be provided  

Please let Brittany 
 know of any  
restrictions. 

 

Kids Preschool – 5th 
Grade 

Wednesday Nights 
6:30p –7:30p 
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Co-Dependents Anonymous (CoDA) support group has begun meeting here at Chan-
nahon UMC every  Saturday Morning  8a-9:30a in room 143. (unless  otherwise post-

ed). 

CoDA is a fellowship of people who seek   healthy relationships.    

The only requirement for membership is the desire for improved relationships.  

Group members support each other on their individual journeys as they learn to love 

themselves.   CoDA therapy relies upon a set of 12 steps for recovery. 

More information 
about CoDA can                 

be found at 
www.CoDA.org  
CUMC contact           

person is Nancy G.                       
708-912-3056 

Sunday , October 27   
11am - 12n 

In our church parking lot! 

Kids! - come dressed in your costumes,  and families 
come prepared  to  decorate a trunk and hand out 
treats to our kids as they celebrate  Halloween Safely!                       
Nurturing will have a light lunch available for                           
‘Free-Will offering’ during the fun! 
 

If you have any questions, call the church office or see 
Brittany or Donna Szoke.  

NO KIDZ Club or Youth Group on November 27th  

Friends are always WELCOME! 

http://www.CoDA.org


John 12:26  

Whoever wants to serve Me must follow Me,        
so that my servant will be with Me where I am.  

And my Father will honor anyone who serves Me.  

 November  - Sunday Worship Ambassadors 
         Counters:    Cindy Boyer & Warren Wendel 

             Sunday, November 3rd  - is Communion  Sunday   
Communion Stewards:  Barb Powell, Lana Stafford, Janet Robb, Lou McCoy, Donna Buckley (L) 

 

Responsibilities of the Liturgist/Worship Ambassador:     
Greeting & announcements, lead opening prayer & call to worship, reading of joys and concerns, reading                 

of scriptures, assisting with the blessing of the offering, and serving Communion (on Communion Sunday) 
 

Anyone interested in being part of the Ambassadors Servant list, please see Donna Buckley or                                 
let the church office know what your interests are. A new 2020 schedule is being put together. 

During Communion each month we 
give an offering as part of our               

mission giving in connection with 
the Northern Illinois Conference                  

Rainbow Covenant.  

   November Communion Mission Offering               
on November 3,  will  support                                                                                

Hesed House - PADS of Aurora, IL 
 

Public Action to Deliver Shelter, Inc. dba Hesed 
House is a comprehensive homeless resource 

center working to end homelessness one person—
one family—at a time. Hesed House equips ninety 
area churches 1) to provide food, shelter and ser-
vices to its home-less neighbors, 2) to provide the 

opportunity to hope again (job training, mental 
health counseling, substance abuse counseling, 
legal services, veteran’s services, etc.), and 3) to 
work for systemic and societal justice on behalf of 

the least of these. Several United Methodist 
Churches support Hesed House -PADS, both    

financially and with volunteers. For more                      
information see www.hesedhouse.org  

Please make checks payable to CUMC                             
-memo: PADS 

Please be sure to mark all  monetary donations                       
as ‘PADS” 

       

November Shop Dates 
 

Sunday           Nov 3  10a-11a 
                     Following our Worship Service 

Wednesday Nov 6   11a - 12n 
              Senior Luncheon 

Thursday Nov 7    10a – 2p 

Monday Nov 11     6p – 8p 

Thursday Nov 22   10a – 2p 

Monday Nov 25    6p  - 8p  

 

8 

  Nov 3 Nov 10 Nov 17 Nov 24 

Greeters Francisco Family Lou McCoy Steve & Linda Olson 
Steve & Diane 

McConnaughay 

Liturgists Donna Buckley Elena Warren Mike Geldean Elaine Coen 

A/V 
Steve Olson & 

Mike Geldean 

Mark Lindstrom 
& Mike Geldean 

Connor & Ryan 
McKay 

Anita Young &  
Steve Olson 

Acolytes Levi, Colton Camden, Sami Jackson, Levi Colton, Connor 

 NURTURING 
 NEWS 

 

We would like to remind 
everyone that there is a 

special board hanging in the Narthex by 
the information counter that is especial-

ly designed for those with a special  
request:  Lawn/yard care, ride to church, 

house cleaning, meals... 
 

This ministry is called  
“PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE” 

How it works: 
  If you have a need-- fill out the form 

request and post  it to the board. 
If you see a need -that you can fulfill 
that need you can take the post and 

contact THAT person to make                          
arrangements. 

 

Any questions, please contact our                      
Nurturing team or the church office.  

 



More…Serving God 

    

 

Wednesday – Nov. 6 @ 11:30am                 

  Suggested Meal Donation is $4 per person 
 

Those 60 and older who would like to attend 
are asked to call for reservations on/before  

Nov. 4  - call 815-726-0094 ext 322 
\ 

December Senior Lunch will be on  Dec. 4  

  CUMC YOUTH ~  NEED YOUR HELP!! 

They are STILL collecting Pop Can TABS                                                 
   to benefit Ronald  McDonald House   

Little things make a big difference. You can 
help  support the Ronald McDonald Houses 
of  Chicagoland & Northwest Indiana 
(RMHC-CNI) by    donating the tabs you 
pull to open soda, soup and other    alumi-
num cans.  
 

They are also STILL collecting 
 Plastic Caps & Lids 
   - soda/water bottles 
             - laundry soap caps,  toiletries,  Etc. 
… any kind of  plastic lid is needed for a  recycled          
material park bench for our church! 

 

Collection bins for both are located in the                         
Narthex  and the Education wing. 

 
 
 
 

OUTREACH NEWS 
Please remember our  

Donation Central  Collections                         
located in the Narthex. 

 

Gently used shoes     Boxed snacks 
    Cases of soda            Travel toiletries  

 

Please visit the collection to see the                   
complete list of needed items! 

 

Anyone interested in being a part of                       
the Sunday Morning Choir or singing with the 

combined choirs for the Thanksgiving                    
Ecumenical service on 11/24, please see           

Brittany for details and information. 
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Our Fall Food Drive collection will be 
 Sunday, November 3rd.   

Bags are available today  
to fill and return by next Sunday.  

 

Our collection will be going to                          
Minooka UMC Food Pantry.  

 

Please remember to check all expiration dates.                    
A list of needed items will be attached to the bags.   

Thank you so much for helping! 

Community Blood Drive 

Saturday, November 30  
7:30am - Noon 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church Hall 
   (behind Minooka Post Office) 

Please schedule your appointments by                       
either calling John at  815-325-8409 or sign up online at  

www.Heartlandbc.org.   
Appointment times will be respected, 1st time donors are                    
encouraged, walk-ins will be worked into the schedule.  

Remember to bring a photo ID and eat a good meal before                   
donating.   Help us reach our goal of 80 units donated. 
Sponsored by the Channahon & Minooka Knights of                          

Columbus with Heartland/Versiti Blood Center. 



John 4:14 

“...but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in 

him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 

More…Serving God 
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John 8:31-32 
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If 
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 

you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

CUMC Prayer Blanket Ministries 
 

        
Children’s Blankets - 5 blankets go to Will County        
Children’s Advocacy Center.  They are given to                 
physically, sexually, and emotionally abused children.  
Many times this blanket and the clothes on their back are 
the only possessions they have.  Our committee buys            
material for 60 blankets when they are drastically reduced 
in  November.  Each blanket averages $10 but is priceless 
to the receiver.  If you are interested in donating to the 
children’s advocacy blankets, please mark on your                       
envelope “Children’s Blanket Fund”.   This ministry will 
continue to meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month 
in  Fellowship Hall and will now be overseen by Dottie 
Priddy & Kathy Gregory.   

NOVEMBER DATE: Nov. 20 @ 10am in FH. 

 

Prayer Blankets - Our prayer blankets are available for 
family and friends who are facing illness, surgery, grief, 
or life  crisis to be blessed and tied on Sunday mornings. 
The  average cost of each blanket is about $13.  Any               
donation to the prayer blanket fund, or a donation when 
you request blankets would be appreciated.  Also, thank 
you to those who give on a regular basis. Your donations 
are a blessing to those who need comfort.  This ministry 
will now meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month in               
Fellowship Hall and will be overseen by Sandy                      
Yenerich. 

NOVEMBER DATE:  Nov. 20 @ 10am in FH. 

 
 
 

Sunday, November 24                                
following our worship                     

service and fellowship please plan               
to stay and help decorate the church              

for the Christmas Season.   

 

Many hands make for light work! 

Did you know? HAVING FUN…. 

That with the changing color of the leaves 
and the beauty of Autumn all around, this 
is a perfect time to visit the CUMC PRAY-
ER PATH.  There are 12 stations on the 
church property for devotion , medication 
and self reflection.  We encourage anyone 
to walk around and visit the stations. 



 24751 W. Eames (Rt. 6),   
 Channahon, IL 60410 

 815-467-5275    
www.channahonumc.org 
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CHANNAHON UNITED METODIST CHURCH 

24751 W. Eames St.  Channahon, IL  60410 

 

Channahon  

United Methodist Church 

  The  CIRCUIT                    
     RIDER 
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                           Editor:  Kris Hayden 
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WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 
Worship  Service      9:00am *  
Coffee Fellowship   10:00am 
Sunday School   10:15am 

                    

  Sunday School  is offered for pre-school –5THgrade 
6 - 12th grade students  are invited to assist in the    

      younger kids classrooms (Sept. - May) 

*Staffed nursery is provided for children kindergarten and younger - room 117  

                               

Follow us on FACEBOOK at                                      
www.Facebook.com/ChannahonUMC 

 Faithfully committed to 
Building Disciples ~ Growing Faith ~ Serving 
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