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When the Preschool is in Session -                                  
Access to the Education Wing will be off        
limits  8:30a-3:30pm when the children are 
present.  
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Faithfully committed to   
Building Disciples ~ Growing Faith  ~ Serving God 

Praying for the Dead 
 

All Saints' Day is approaching. The United Methodist Church celebrates All Saints Day 
on November 1 or the first Sunday in November as All Saints' Day.  On All Saints Sun-
day,  many churches read out the names of those who have passed away in the past 
year. It is an opportunity to give thanks for those who have gone before us in the faith. 
There was a church member who complained about All Saint Sunday every year. He 
was not comfortable with the idea of Praying for the dead. For those who are not familiar 
with All Saint Sunday, let me share with you an article from the Upper Room.     
 

Why do we pray for the dead? 

Death is one of the great realities of life to which the church must respond with the Word 
of God. The prayer for the dead celebrates. 
the life and death of a person and helps the ordinary Christian cope with bereavement. 
In spite of the pharisaic custom in Judaism of praying for the departed, the early church, 
expecting the imminent return of Christ, understandably gave little energy to such pray-
er. Only as more and more believers “fell asleep” did the church begin the slow process 
of articulating a theology of death as well as the relationship of the living to the dead. 
From the walls of the catacombs we know that early prayers confidently celebrated the 
journey of the dead through the gates of death. 
 

By 160 to 220, the time of Tertullian, Christians prayed for the refreshment of the depart-
ed souls on the anniversary of their death. From the fourth century we have the writings 
of Augustine, who prayed for his deceased mother, eagerly reminding God of her sinless 
life since her baptism. Prayers for the dead came to include petitions for forgiveness, 
thus forming the seedbed of belief in purgatory. By the fourth century, it was common to 
pronounce regular prayers for the dead. Especially in the case of martyrs, churches 
maintained lists of the dead for the purpose of prayer. 
 

Today the prayer for the dead continues to root itself in the anguish of bereavement. 
Prayers for the dead usually take place in a worship service, either at a general memori-
al occasion such as All Saints’ Day or at a funeral or memorial service. This service of 
prayer offers a celebration of the promise of resurrection; thanksgiving for the person 
that affirms, without false glorification, the life that has been lived; ministry to the grieving 
family, friends, and community; and transition for the church to express farewell and 
adjust to the changes of life without the deceased. 
 
By Patricia D. Brown. From p. 226 of The Upper Room Dictionary of Christian Spiritual Formation. Copyright 
© 2003 by Upper Room Books. 
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Church & Community   
News & Events 

Please share this info with those who could use 
a few extra groceries to feed their family 

See page 3 for  
Turkey Supper Update & Schedule! 

Please have reservations in by 12noon                   
on Friday 11/3  

Limited Walk-Ins will be available! 



Turkey  Supper Update and Schedule! 
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9am- In-Person and Online with Live Stream 
Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday of each month! 

www.youtube.com/@channahonumc813/

Our New Electronic Sign is up and running. 
It has been a long time in the SAVING and 
PLANNING. Thank you to all who contribut-
ed over the years and those who helped in 

all the planning and prep work!  It looks 

GREAT! 

https://www.youtube.com/@channahonumc813/streams


October 8, 2023 we welcomed 3 new members in out church family. 
Please give a warm welcome to                                                                   

Linda Jean Warren, Terry Wayne Warren and Christy Lola Juarez . 
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Send delicious treats to family/friends for the Holidays! 

Family MOVIE NIGHT has been discontinued until 
further notice. 



 

 

John 12:26  

Whoever wants to serve Me 
must follow Me, so that my 

servant will be with Me where I 
am.  And my Father will honor 

anyone who serves Me.  
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 Serving God... 
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WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 
Sunday Worship Service           9:00am  
           In person, live stream and online! 

Coffee Fellowship   10:00am 
                      

           Children’s Sunday School  is offered for                                             

           Pre-school –12th grade     (Sept. - May) 

 10:30a - 11:15         All are welcome! 
 

                               

Follow us on YOUTUBE for LIVE STREAMING 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@channahonumc813/
streams 
 
 

   Follow us on FACEBOOK                                     
https://www.facebook.com/Channahon UMC 

CHANNAHON UNITED METODIST CHURCH 

24751 W. Eames St.  Channahon, IL  60410 

 Faithfully committed to 
Building Disciples ~ Growing Faith ~ Serving 

We are especially grateful for: 

 24751 W. Eames (Rt. 6),   
 Channahon, IL 60410 

 815-467-5275    
www.channahonumc.org 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Pastor:  - Rev. E. Doh – Ext. 18   (to leave a message)  
       Pastor@Channahonumc.org   
 

Director Music 
    Brittany Alcantar   -  Ext. 13                            
 Director@Channahonumc.org  
 

Office Admin. &  Ministry Assistant: 
   Kris Hayden   -  Ext. 10 
        Office@Channahonumc.org  
  Office Hours     Tue – Fri.:  9:00am - 1:00pm 

Church office is closed on Mondays     

 Channahon United Methodist Preschool   
   Andrea Smith/Director   -   815-467-4708   
        ChannahonUMpreschool@gmail.com 
 

Minooka United Methodist Church - room 117 
   Katie Wojcieszak  -  815-467-2322  
              Admin@minookaumc.com  

https://tinyurl.com/Channahon-UMC-Live-Stream
https://tinyurl.com/Channahon-UMC-Live-Stream
https://tinyurl.com/Facebook-Channahon-UMC
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