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When the Preschool is in Session -  Access to the Education 
Wing will be off  limits  8:30am-3pm when the Children are                      
present. Preschool will be done after graduation May 15

th
.  

Check the church online calendar for times/dates they are 
not in session.  The break between classes is 11:30am-12n 

Faithfully committed to  
Building Disciples  ~  Growing Faith  ~  Serving God 

“Who Is Knocking?” 

The famous painting “The Light of the World” was seen by               
millions on its 1904 world tour. In its heyday in the early 20th 
century. This painting “The Light of the World” (1851-53) was 
probably more famous than any of the works of the great                       
masters of the Renaissance.   (continued on page 2) 



“Who Is Knocking?”  ...Continued 
  
As difficult as it is to imagine today, millions of people around the world flocked to see what was known as the “sermon in a 

frame.” The allegorical painting that captured the imagination of so many was created by the English artist William Holman 

Hunt, who began the work at the age of 21 and finished it when he was 29. The painting illustrates the biblical passage in 

Revelation 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, [then] I will enter his 

house and dine with him, and he with me.” Jesus, carrying a lantern, is depicted knocking at a door with no handle on the 

outside. The door is overgrown with weeds, and the nails and hinges are rusted, implying that the door has never been 

opened. The message: it is up to the person on the other side of the door to let Jesus in. The original, life-sized version of 

The Light of the World is located in the chapel of Keble College, Oxford, England.  

When I contemplate the timeless meaning of this image, I am made aware of how appropriate this image is for the season 

of Lent.  

First, let me ask you the question I had asked myself, when I was looking at this image. Today, If someone knocks at your 

door, what reaction do you have?  

Well, we in the present age of cell phones don’t really go knocking at our family or friends doors unless we first text or ca ll 

them of our coming. I am personally surprised when I hear a knock at my parsonage door if I am not expecting anyone. The 

first thing that comes to mind is, maybe a church member got locked out of the church or is it someone asking to sell            

something or asking for some kind of help? In our times, knocking on doors does not often bring happy curiosity but instead 

an anxious concern. This and other images of “Jesus knocking on the Door”, is a metaphor of the spiritual attention/

invitation to seek and understand Jesus’s call to an individual and to the Church.  

Jesus' words “I stand at the door and knock” in Revelation 3:20, were said in the context of Jesus trying to get the attention 

of the Church in Laodicea, whom he felt were far from Him. I believe that we also can get far from God when we are totally 

distracted in fulfilling our relational and work obligations, resulting in our relationship with God being put on the back burner. 

In the end, we are the ones who miss God’s blessings, insight and wisdom that we desperately need in navigating our daily 

lives. In the Bible, we find many places where the image of “knocking at the door” of our hearts is used to emphasize God’s 

call or God’s way of getting our attention. I can relate to this as a parent. When I feel I have not spoken to or seen my kids 

for a long time. When we do catch-up I get responses back from them such  as “I wish I had talked to you about this matter 

first” or “I knew you would help me get to a solution if we had spoken”.  

Unlike strangers knocking on our home doors can make us feel anxious, Jesus knocking on our hearts is a knock of love 

and an invitation. To those who would open the door, Jesus promised a close fellowship - pictured as enjoying a meal              

together.  

Today Jesus continues to say, “I stand at the door and knock!” to churches who are filled with nominal Christians, and to 

Christians who are far away from Him. He sends out His earnest invitation for full fellowship. In our prayer life with Jesus we 

are nurtured, built up, matured in our spiritual perspective and receive countless blessings. Jesus continues to call us all to 

hear His voice and open the door so that He can come in and share an intimate union with us.  

Our Church is providing during Lent, weekly time of devotions on Tuesday’s Lenten Services followed by lunch of soup & 

bread. Also check out all the Holy Week’s events to enhance our Lenten Journey of Faith. A Journey of 40 days where               

believers in Jesus Christ focus more closely on our relationship with God, in light of what Jesus has done for us on the 

Cross of Calvary and what he continues to do for us in our everyday lives.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Ayla Samson 2 
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9am- In-Person and Online with Live Stream 
Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday of each month! 
Join us for fellowship following our Sunday services 

Thank you for your continued generous                    
financial support! 
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be at 8am on Sunday Mornings 
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More 
 Serving God…   

Remember the Church when you shop 
Menards & Save BIG MONEY with the 

11%  Rebates when it starts again! 

 



Church & Community   
News & Events 
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Make  
your 

VOTE 
count!! 

Daylight Savings Time                         
begins March 8th ! 

 Turn your clocks ahead                
1  hour before bed on                    

Saturday Night! 
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WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 
Sunday Worship Service            9:00am  
           In person, live stream and online! 

Coffee Fellowship   10:00am 
                      

  Children  & Adult Sunday School  is offered for                                             

           Pre-school –12th grade     (Sept. - May) 

 Adult Sunday School w/ Pastor Ayla   

10:30a - 11:15         All are welcome! 
 

 

                               

Follow us on YOUTUBE for LIVE STREAMING 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@channahonumc813/
streams 

 
 

 Follow us on FACEBOOK – Channahon UMC 

                     and  Channahon UMC Thrift Shop      
                            

We are especially grateful for: 

Mary Easton 

Treasurer@Channahonumc.org  

https://tinyurl.com/Channahon-UMC-Live-Stream
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